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Raised Intersection 
 
Description: 

• Flat raised areas covering entire intersections, with ramps on all approaches and often with brick 
or other textured materials on the flat section and ramps 

• Sometimes referred to as raised junctions, intersection humps, or plateaus 

Applications: 
• Intersections of collector, local, and residential streets 
• Typically installed at signalized or all-way stop controlled intersections with high pedestrian 

crossing demand 
• Works well with curb extensions and textured crosswalks 
• Often part of an area-wide traffic calming scheme involving both intersecting streets in densely-

developed urban areas  

 (Source: Delaware Department of Transportation)                (Source: Chuck Huffine, Phoenix AZ) 

ITE/FHWA Traffic Calming EPrimer: https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/traffic_calm.cfm 

Design/Installation Issues: 
• Used at intersections with a maximum speed limit of 35 mph 
• Typically rise to sidewalk level; appropriate if crosswalks exist on all four legs 
• Appropriate if a dedicated bicycle facility passes through the intersection 
• Detectable warnings and/or color contrasts must be incorporated to differentiate the roadway and 

the sidewalk 
• May require bollards to define edge of roadway 
• Storm drainage/underground utility modifications are likely necessary 
• Minimum pavement slope of 1 percent to facilitate drainage 

Potential Impacts: 
• Reduction in through movement speeds likely at intersection 
• Reduction in mid-block speeds typically less than 10 percent 
• No impact on access 
• Can make entire intersections more pedestrian-friendly 
• No data available on volume diversion or safety impacts 

Emergency Response Issues: 
• Slows emergency vehicles  
• Appropriate for primary emergency vehicle routes and streets with access to a hospital or 

emergency medical services 

Typical Cost (2017 dollars): 
• Costs range between $15,000 and $60,000 

https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/traffic_calm.cfm

