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Chicane

Description:
e A series of alternating curves or lane shifts that force a motorist to steer back and forth instead of
traveling a straight path
e Also called deviations, serpentines, reversing curves, or twists

Applications:
e Appropriate for mid-block locations but can be an entire block if it is relatively short
Most effective with equivalent low volumes on both approaches
Appropriate speed limit is typically 35 mph or less
Typically, a series of at least three landscaped curb extensions
Can use alternating on-street parking from one side of a street to the other
Applicable on one-lane one-way and two-lane two-way roadways
Can be used with either open or closed (i.e. curb and gutter) cross-section
Can be used with or without a bicycle facility
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(Source: Delaware Department of Transportation)

ITE/FHWA Traffic Calming EPrimer: https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/traffic calm.cfm

Design/Installation Issues:
e Chicanes may still permit speeding by drivers cutting straight paths across the center line
e Minimize relocation of drainage features
e May force bicyclists to share travel lanes with motor vehicles
e Maintain sufficient width for ease of emergency vehicles and truck throughput

Potential Impacts:
e No effect on access, although heavy trucks may experience challenges when negotiating
Limited data available on impacts to speed and crash risk
Street sweeping may need to be done manually
Minimal anticipated volume diversion from street
May require removal of some on-street parking
Provides opportunity for landscaping
Unlikely to require utility relocation
Not a preferred crosswalk location
Bus passengers may experience discomfort due to quick successive lateral movements

Emergency Response Issues:
e Appropriate along primary emergency vehicle routes

Typical Cost (2017 dollars):
¢ Reported costs range between $8,000 and $25,000
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