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QuickBite on the ITE Foundational Equity Glossary 

ITE Equity QuickBites Subcommittee: Jocelyn Jenkins, Lama Al Faseeh, Lauren Torres, Lia Yakumithis, Mohammad 
Shaheed, Nikhila Gundani, and Sogand Karbalaieali. 

ITE Equity Common Terminology Subcommittee: Aldo Fritz, Ashok Kinjarapu, Cathy LaFata, Erik Nevland, Keith 
Hall, Laurel Flanagan, Phuong Nguyen, Sagirah Jones, Theresa Rohlfs, Vanitha Murthy, and William Andrews. 

 

What is the ITE Foundational Equity Glossary (Glossary)?  

The Glossary contains key equity terms, definitions, and references in simple and accessible formats to move 
equity conversations forward at ITE. It provides a consistent and standard way to evaluate transportation equity. 
The Glossary is a living document that marks a starting point and one of the first few products that ITE’s Equity 
Committee (EC) has produced in its equity journey. The Glossary is available at 
https://www.ite.org/pub/?id=B123B0FB-CD64-19A8-5996-7D77AD8ED9EC.  

What led ITE EC to develop the Foundational Equity Glossary? 

ITE hosted the Transportation Equity Listening Sessions in 2021 to hear from the Institute’s members. Those 
discussions revealed a general lack of awareness and importance of equity terms and common language, as 
mentioned in the ITE Transportation Equity Listening Sessions (2021).  

Why is it necessary to define equity terms, and how does it help?  

Defining equity terms can foster a shared understanding of equity for ITE members. It assists EC’s ongoing work 
by increasing ITE members’ capacity and awareness, as well as sharpening the skills needed to address inequities 
in the transportation profession.  

What is the basis of a Glossary? Who participated in its development? 

This Glossary (2022) continues to build on the tradition of successful and equitable practices in transportation. It 
acknowledges the work of frontliners and leaders, including women, Black and Indigenous people, people of 
color groups, people with disabilities, and members of LGBTQA.  

Within the EC, the Common Terminology Subcommittee led the development of the Glossary, with assistance 
from the QuickBites Subcommittee and the Equity Action Plan Subcommittee. The Subcommittees compiled a 
resource library of online published glossaries from various institutions including the following: the University of 
British Columbia (UBC) and other academic institutions; professional associations, such as the American 
Psychological Association, the American Association of Architects, the American Planning Association, the 
American Medical Association; and foundations that perform racial equity work.  
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What types of definitions are covered in the Glossary? Why do some terms have more than one 
definition? How is the Glossary organized? 

Broad definitions (not specific to transportation) for the equity terms were selected because transportation 
intersects with many aspects of daily life. However, when applicable, the Glossary includes transportation-
focused definitions such as “access” and “transportation equity”. For some terms, a few definitions were 
paraphrased, noting the basis for each definition with the term. Links to the sources have been provided with 
each term. The users are encouraged to click the links provided with the equity terms to gain a deeper 
understanding.   

Some equity terms (e.g., diversity, inclusion) have multiple definitions. The first definition is set as the primary 
definition and the second one amplifies the term for additional clarity. With some equity terms, both definitions 
must be considered because of the broad, real-life contexts. The terms are arranged alphabetically in the 
Glossary sections. “Key Terms” are terms that ITE members expressed interest in during the Equity Listening 
Sessions and are directly related to transportation equity. 

Is the Glossary the final version? How can one suggest changes to this Glossary or add new terms?  

This version, though not exhaustive, is a living document. Several task-specific Subcommittees with dedicated 
volunteers are working on other products that will shape the evolution of equity conversations within ITE. In 
understanding this evolving journey for a living, foundational glossary, EC recognizes the language of equity is 
advancing. The Committee also acknowledges the need to update the Glossary with additional terms and 
periodically revise definitions for terms with improved language. To submit comments and suggest alternate 
definitions and additional terms for consideration, please contact Luana Broshears at Lbroshears@ite.org. 
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