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C. Michael Walton, Ph.D., P.E. (H)
For more than five decades, Dr. C. Michael Walton 
has shaped the transportation profession through 
his extraordinary leadership, scholarship, and service. 
A widely respected educator and national thought 
leader, Dr. Walton has also made a lasting and 
distinctive mark on ITE. His deep commitment to 
advancing transportation engineering practice—and 
to strengthening ITE’s technical foundation—makes 
him an exemplary addition to the distinguished ranks 
of Honorary Members.

Dr. Walton’s contributions to ITE span leader-
ship, authorship, professional development, and 
decades of engagement with many of ITE’s influential 
technical products. He is a longtime ITE Fellow and is widely recognized for elevating 
the technical rigor of ITE publications. Notably, he served as Chair of the Editorial Boards 
for two cornerstone ITE references—the Traffic Engineering Handbook (3rd Edition, 1991) 
and the Transportation Planning Handbook (1st Edition, 1992). His leadership in shaping 
these foundational texts strengthened ITE’s position as a premier source of transportation 
knowledge and reflected his belief that the profession must be grounded in research-
based, practice-ready guidance.

Dr. Walton’s commitment to ITE’s mission is also reflected in his being awarded two of 
ITE’s highest honors. He received the Wilbur S. Smith Distinguished Transportation Edu-
cator Award in 1996, recognizing his exceptional ability to connect academic study with 
real-world engineering practice, and the Theodore M. Matson Memorial Award in 2011, 
honoring his sustained and outstanding contributions to the advancement of transpor-
tation engineering. These awards underscore his long-standing dedication to supporting 
the next generation of ITE professionals and strengthening the transportation communi-
ty’s shared technical foundation. 

A prolific researcher and internationally respected expert in transport systems 
engineering and policy, Dr. Walton built a distinguished academic career at The Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, where he holds the Ernest H. Cockrell Centennial Chair Emeritus 
in Engineering. His work spans intelligent transportation systems, freight transporta-
tion, transportation economics, and public policy, with more than 500 publications to 
his name. While his professional influence extends throughout academia and across 
numerous national organizations—including the Transportation Research Board, ASCE, 
ARTBA, and ITS America—he has consistently used this platform to elevate ITE’s role in 
shaping the future of transportation. Throughout his career, Dr. Walton has been widely 
honored for his leadership, earning recognition from nearly every major transportation 
organization. These include induction into the National Academy of Engineering; the ITS 
America and ITS World Congress Halls of Fame; the George S. Bartlett Award; the ASCE 
OPAL Award; the TRB Frank Turner Medal; and many others. Yet even as his influence has 
spanned the national and international stage, Dr. Walton has remained deeply committed 
to supporting ITE as a hub of professional excellence. His decades of technical guidance, 
editorial leadership, and dedication to strengthening the profession embody the spirit of 
Honorary Membership. 

Dr. Walton’s career demonstrates an unwavering commitment to advancing trans-
portation practice, shaping policy, and championing professional growth. His enduring 
contributions to ITE have strengthened ITE and enriched the transportation profession. itej

ITE Involvement
Chair, Editorial Board, Transportation 

Planning Handbook, 1st Edition (1992)
Chair, Editorial Board, Traffic Engineering 

Handbook, 3rd Edition (1991)
Journal of Transportation 

Editorial Board, 2010–2015
Goods Movement Advisory Committee, 1997
Transportation Planners Council, 1987–2015

Resolutions Committee, 1989–1990
Transportation Planning for 

Convention Centers, 1989–1993

Professional Associations
National Academy of Engineering, 1993 

American Society of Civil Engineers 
– Distinguished Member, 2008

American Road and Transportation Builders 
Association – Past Chair, Board of Directors

Transportation Research Board – Past 
Chair, Executive Committee, 1991 

Intelligent Transportation Society of 
America – Founding Member, Past Chair

American Society for Engineering Education 
National Freight Advisory Committee – 

Appointee, U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Advisory Council on Transportation Statistics 

– Chair, U.S. Department of Transportation

Honors and Awards
Theodore M. Matson Memorial Award, 2011

Wilbur S. Smith Distinguished 
Transportation Educator Award, 1996

Honorary Doctorate, Nagoya 
Institute of Technology

CUTC Award for Distinguished 
Contribution to University Transportation 

Education and Research
ASCE Outstanding Projects and 

Leaders (OPAL) Award
George S. Bartlett Award for outstanding 

contributions to highway progress
Named to Top 100 Private Sector 

Transportation Design and Construction 
Professionals of the 20th Century, 

American Road and Transportation 
Builders Association (ARTBA)

TRB Frank Turner Medal for 
Lifetime Achievement
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