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For more than five decades, Jonathan Upchurch
has shaped the world of transportation engineering
with a dedication that spans industry, academia,
public service, and an unwavering commitment to
professional organizations, including service as U.S.
congressional staff.

Jonathan's commitment to volunteer service
within ITE is extensive. Now in his 54th year as a
member, he has attended 52 ITE International Annual
Meetings and more than 100 Section and District
meetings—many not as a passive participant but as
a contributor. Across these events, he has delivered
an impressive 103 presentations. In 1991, Jonathan
served as ITE International President. With the good fortune of earning a sabbatical leave, he
was able to devote 1,600 volunteer hours to ITE during his presidential year.

Jonathan served for nine years as Executive Secretary of the U.S. National Committee on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices. He subsequently continued to contribute and participate in
the organization as a volunteer: member of ITE's delegation to the National Committee (16
years); Vice-Chair for Research (6 years); member of the Executive Board; and in many other
capacities. He has actively participated in 92 consecutive semiannual meetings of the Com-
mittee and attended 106 meetings of the Executive Board. He has had an influential impact on
the National Committee and on the U.S. Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

A dedicated educator, Jonathan spent 20 years as a university professor, where he became
known as a tireless advocate for student involvement in professional societies. His mentorship
has had a ripple effect that continues today: many former students have gone on to leader-
ship roles, including 11 ITE Section Presidents and two ITE International Directors.

On the Transportation Research Board, Jonathan served 43 years as a member of the Traffic
Control Devices Committee and six years as its chair. He also served on 13 project panels or
committees for the National Cooperative Highway Research Program and the National Acad-
emy of Sciences.

One of Jonathan's biggest impacts on transportation was serving with the staff of the U.S.
House of Representatives Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. He worked as part of a
team of congressional staff that ultimately prepared the 2005 federal highway and transit legisla-
tion known as SAFETEA-LU. He planned and conducted congressional hearings, wrote speeches
for Members of Congress, made presentations before constituent groups, advised congressional
staff on legislative policy from an engineering perspective, and managed activities in support of
a 75-member House Committee. He served as staff and advisor to Congressman James Oberstar.

Throughout a career that has taken him across seven ITE Districts, Jonathan has remained
a steadfast presence in the transportation community—mentor, leader, researcher, policy
advisor, and volunteer. For his notable and outstanding leadership and service to the trans-
portation profession—especially in the field of traffic control devices—Jonathan Upchurch is
named an Honorary Member of ITE.
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ITE Honorary Membership The highest recognition of notable and outstanding professional achievement ITE presents to an individual is election
to ITE Honorary Membership. Since 1933 when the first Honorary Member was selected, only 100 individuals have been honored this way. Visit www.ite.
org/aboutite/history/honorary-members to read about past winners. Congratulations to these three individuals upon receiving ITE's highest honor!
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