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Michael Sanderson, P.E., PTOE (H)
Michael P. Sanderson has built an impactful career 
defined by leadership and a deep commitment to 
advancing the transportation profession. As CEO of 
Sanbell—one of the fastest-growing community 
planning, engineering, and design firms in the west-
ern United States—Sanderson has shaped a modern, 
people-centered approach to transportation practice 
while remaining a dedicated volunteer leader at ITE. 
His service, professional achievements, and mentor-
ship within the industry make him an exceptional 
addition to the ranks of Honorary Members.

Sanderson has served as a leader at every level of 
ITE, from the Montana Chapter to the International 
stage. His leadership journey includes terms as president of the Montana Chapter, the Inter-
mountain Section, and the Western District, culminating in his service as International Director 
and ultimately as ITE International President in 2018. During this period—one of the most 
transformative in ITE’s modern history—he played a defining role in shaping the organiza-
tion’s strategic direction. Sanderson founded the LeadershipITE program, which has become 
one of ITE’s most influential professional development initiatives, and he was a key leader in 
launching the landmark ONE ITE initiative that strengthened the member experience across 
the organization. 

Sanderson’s commitment to education and professional growth extends beyond his formal 
ITE roles. He serves as faculty advisor for the ITE Student Chapter at Montana State University 
(MSU) and teaches as an adjunct instructor in both civil engineering and the university’s 
Honors College. A proud Montana native and triple alumnus of MSU and the University of 
Montana, he complements his technical training with leadership education through the Har-
vard Business School’s Presidents’ Program in Leadership. Across his academic and professional 
roles, he champions the development of young engineers, emerging leaders, and future 
transportation professionals. 

Throughout his career, Sanderson has also contributed to the profession as a writer and 
speaker with a forward-looking vision for transportation. His articles in ITE Journal explore the 
evolving responsibilities of transportation professionals, organizational leadership, and the role 
of innovation in creating safer, healthier communities. His presentations at ITE conferences—
including the Western District and Intermountain Section—have been recognized with 
awards for their influential role in shaping practice. 

Sanderson’s professional and civic involvement reflects a career grounded in service. In 
addition to long-standing roles on ITE councils, he has served on numerous advisory boards 
and community organizations, including the Montana State University Norm Asbjornson 
College of Engineering Advisory Council, the Honors College Advisory Council, the Museum of 
the Rockies Board of Trustees, and the Friends of Montana PBS Board of Directors. 

His impact has been recognized through many honors, including ITE’s Burton W. Marsh 
Award for Distinguished Service, the LeadershipITE Cornerstone Award, multiple district- and 
section-level ITE awards, and numerous recognitions from academic and civic institutions. 
These achievements reflect a career devoted to elevating the profession, strengthening ITE, 
and fostering safer, mobility-centered communities.

ITE Involvement 
International President, 2018

International Executive 
Committee, 2016–2018

International Director (ex officio)
LeadershipITE, Founder and 

Chairman, 2013–2015
International Director, 2011–2013

Transportation Consultants Council, 
Executive Committee, 2007–2019

Transportation Education 
Council, 2018–present 

Professional Associations/Civic Activities
Norm Asbjornson College of 

Engineering Advisory Council, Montana 
State University, 2006–2023

President’s Advisory Council, Montana 
State University, 2010–present

Montana State University 
Planning Council, 2010–2012

Museum of the Rockies, Bozeman, 
Montana, Board of Trustees, 2009–2015

Montana State University Alumni 
Association, Board of Directors, 2009–2010  
Alberta Bair Theater for the Performing Arts, 

Billings, MT, Board of Directors, 2013–2020
Friends of Montana PBS, Board 

of Directors, 2020–present

Honors and Awards
ITE Burton W. Marsh Award for 

Distinguished Service, 2023
LeadershipITE Cornerstone Award, 2023

ITE Distinguished Consultant Award, 2022
Alumni Achievement Award, Honors 

College, Montana State University, 2019
Distinguished Service Award, 

Billings Engineers Club (Montana 
Society of Engineers), 2017

Best Presentation Award, “Rethinking 
the Role of the Traffic Engineer,” 

Institute of Transportation Engineers, 
Intermountain Section, 2017

Alumni Leadership Award, 
Leadership Montana, 2017
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