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Dr. David A. Noyce Honored with ITE’s 2025 Wilbur S. Smith Distinguished
Transportation Educator Award

WASHINGTON, DC — ITE—A Community of Transportation Professionals
(ITE) is pleased to recognize Dr. David A. Noyce, P.E. (F), Executive Associate
Dean and Arthur F. Hawnn Professor of Transportation Engineering at the
University of Wisconsin—-Madison, as the recipient of the 2025 Wilbur S.
Smith Distinguished Transportation Educator Award. This prestigious honor
celebrates an educator who has made an outstanding contribution to the
transportation profession through education, mentoring, research, and
service.

Transforming Transportation Education Through Vision and Mentorship.
With more than 40 years of experience in transportation engineering across government,
consulting, and academia, Dr. Noyce has shaped the professional lives of thousands of engineers
and researchers. As a dedicated educator, he has served as an advisor to the University of
Wisconsin ITE Student Chapter since 2002 and previously advised the University of
Massachusetts Chapter. He is known for fostering inclusive, high-impact learning environments
and has mentored a generation of transportation leaders.

Dr. Noyce is celebrated for combining academic rigor with a deeply human approach to teaching.
His former students consistently praise his mentorship as transformative, and many have gone
on to assume leadership positions in academia, industry, and public service.

Pioneering Research with Lasting Impact. As the founding director of the Traffic Operations and
Safety (TOPS) Laboratory, Dr. Noyce has overseen more than 300 research projects totaling over
$60 million in funding. His work has fundamentally influenced traffic operations and safety policy
in the U.S. and abroad. He is perhaps best known for leading the development and national
implementation of the Flashing Yellow Arrow for permissive left-turns—an innovation now used
at thousands of intersections and credited with reducing crash rates nationwide.

His research portfolio spans work zone safety, human factors, connected and automated
vehicles, and the use of simulation to understand driver behavior. A prolific scholar, he has
authored over 350 peer-reviewed papers and received multiple honors for his technical
contributions, including TRB’s D. Grant Mickle Award and the Patricia F. Waller Award.

Academic Leadership and Institutional Excellence. Dr. Noyce’s leadership extends beyond the
classroom and lab. As Chair of the UW-Madison Department of Civil and Environmental
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Engineering, he drove historic growth in research productivity, diversity, and philanthropy. Under
his tenure, the department doubled its annual gifts and increased its endowment to over $20

million. His faculty hiring initiatives significantly diversified the department and increased female
representation among both faculty and students.

Now as Executive Associate Dean of the College of Engineering, Dr. Noyce leads strategic
initiatives spanning research development, educational innovation, and diversity. He is
instrumental in advancing the college’s $400+ million capital building program and supports
programs like the Center for Innovation in Engineering Education.

A National and Global Leader. Dr. Noyce is a Fellow of both ITE and ASCE, past President of
ASCE’s Transportation & Development Institute, and an active member of TRB, ASEE, ITS America,
and the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. He has served as a principal
investigator for the National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP), a National
Science Foundation reviewer, and an invited speaker at universities and conferences around the
world.

A Career of Excellence and Dedication. Dr. David A. Noyce embodies the values of Wilbur S.
Smith—excellence in teaching, impact through research, and a commitment to students, the
profession, and society. ITE congratulates Dr. Noyce on his remarkable career and his lasting
contributions to the transportation field.

About ITE — Founded in 1930, ITE is a volunteer-driven association of more than 18,000
engineers, planners, consultants, educators, researchers, technologists, and students working in
more than 78 countries. ITE provides opportunities for professional development and community
building through conferences, training, publications, and involvement in projects and products
advancing knowledge in the industry.

Through our products and services, we promote professional development and career
advancement, support education, lead research initiatives, develop technical resources,
including standards and recommended practices, promote public awareness programs, and serve
as a conduit for exchanging professional information. For more information, visit www.ite.org.
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