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Jennifer Toth Named 2025 Recipient of ITE’s Theodore M. Matson Memorial Award

WASHINGTON, DC — ITE—A Community of Transportation Professionals
(ITE) is pleased to announce that Jennifer Toth, Director of the Arizona
Department of Transportation (ADOT), has been selected as the recipient
of the 2025 Theodore M. Matson Memorial Award, one of the
organization’s most prestigious professional honors.

Established in 1957, the Matson Award recognizes an individual who has
made an outstanding contribution to the practice of traffic engineering.
This may include the application of innovative techniques, advancement of
the profession through administration or training, or the successful translation of research into
practice. The award commemorates Theodore M. Matson, whose leadership, vision, and
teaching shaped modern traffic engineering.

Jennifer Toth exemplifies the highest ideals of the award. As Director of ADOT, she leads a
multimodal transportation agency responsible for planning, designing, building, and operating
one of the nation’s most dynamic and expansive systems. With more than 25 years of experience
in public works, she has brought lasting impact to communities across Arizona through her
leadership, innovation, and commitment to collaboration.

Toth began her career with ADOT in 1997 as an Engineer in Training and went on to become
Arizona’s first female State Engineer in 2011. From 2014 to 2023, she served as Director and
County Engineer for the Maricopa County Department of Transportation, where she oversaw
initiatives that advanced safety, operational efficiency, and community engagement. In 2023, she
returned to ADOT as Director, where she continues to lead with vision and integrity.

Among her many accomplishments, Toth served as the engineer for Arizona’s first rural design-
build project—a $43.3 million capacity and safety improvement along State Route 68—and led
the state’s first Context-Sensitive Solutions project in Sedona. She championed Maricopa
County’s SMARTDrive Program, an internationally recognized connected vehicle test bed, and
helped launch the Arizona Transportation Institute, a research partnership among ADOT and
Arizona’s public universities.

She has also made significant contributions to the profession through service and mentorship.
Toth chaired AASHTO’s Census Transportation Planning Products Oversight Board and ITE’s
Public Agency Council. At ADOT, she created the Women Information Network to support the
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career growth of female employees, and at MCDOT, she launched a nationally recognized
mentorship program that received a National Association of Counties award.

“Jennifer Toth exemplifies the spirit of service and leadership that defines the industry,” said
Steve Kuciemba, ITE Executive Director and CEO. “Her decades of dedication to advancing our
profession and her unwavering commitment to public service make her a truly deserving
recipient of the Theodore M. Matson Memorial Award.”

Toth holds a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of Houston and a Master
of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of New Mexico.

About ITE — Founded in 1930, ITE is a volunteer-driven association of more than 18,000
engineers, planners, consultants, educators, researchers, technologists, and students working in
more than 78 countries. ITE provides opportunities for professional development and community
building through conferences, training, publications, and involvement in projects and products
advancing knowledge in the industry.

Through our products and services, we promote professional development and career
advancement, support education, lead research initiatives, develop technical resources,
including standards and recommended practices, promote public awareness programs, and serve
as a conduit for exchanging professional information. For more information, visit www.ite.org.
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