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2026 Rule Changes BOWL

Why it matters: Each year, the ITE Collegiate Traffic Bowl Committee reviews and updates
the competition rules to reflect current practices and references. Here’s what’s new for
the tournaments in the 2025-2026 Season.

L) Reference Updates

e MUTCD 11th Edition (USDOT, online) replaces the 10th Edition.

e ITE Traffic Engineering Handbook, Digital Edition replaces the discontinued ITE
Traffic Wiki (member login required).

B These updates follow the practice of adopting new reference materials at
least two years after publication or when older versions are retired.

Somoy Game Play Changes

(» Longer Response Time
- Teams now have 12 seconds to respond to a clue in Round 1 (up from 10).

=* Writing Categories Introduced

- Two categories in Round 1 will use
written responses (dry erase boards) New Format Overview
instead of buzzers.
- Correct answers = points ad_ded. . B * The same format you know and love!
- Incorrect/blank = no deduction. {1722 ()8 - Teams use buzzers to signal; one team at a time

- Categories only revealed when first (07l LY IS recognized to respond
. + Clue value deducted for incorrect or non-answers
clue is chosen.

Daily Double in Writing Categories T
- Allteams may wager and submit RNVATTate Gl *All teams can answer using whiteboards
written responses. Categories + All responses will be judged at the same time
- Correct = wager added.
- Incorrect <500 = no penalty.

+ No penalty for incorrect or non-answers, except
 for Daily Double wagers over 500 points
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FINAL CLUE ROUND

- Incorrect >500 = full wager deducted.

v/] No Change

e Eligibility rules remain the same as 2025.

7% Effective for all 2026 Section, District, and Grand Championship Traffic Bowls.
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