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vii



Abbreviations

This document reports the state of traffic calming
programs in the United States. It also includes his-
torical information about programs in other coun-
tries. Although speed and distance measurements
are provided primarily in U.S. customary units, some
metric measurements appear. The following abbre-
viations are used in the text.

dB(A) = decibel (ampere)
ft = feet

g = acceleration of gravity
hr = hour

in = inch

kph = kilometers per hour
mph = miles per hour

sec = second

vmt = vehicle-miles of travel
vpd = vehicles per day
vph = vehicles per hour

Metric Conversions

The following common factors represent the ap-
propriate magnitude of conversion. This is because
the quantities given in U.S. customary units in the
text, tables, or figures, represent a precision level that
in practice typically does not exceed two signifi-
cant figures. In making conversions, it is important
to not falsely imply a greater accuracy in the prod-
uct than existed in the original dimension or quan-
tity. However, certain applications such as survey-
ing, structures, curve offset calculations, and so forth,
may require great precision. Conversions for such
purposes are given in parentheses.

Length

1 inch = 25 millimeters (25.4)
1 inch = 2.5 centimeters (2.54)
1 foot = 0.3 meters (0.3048)

1 yard = 0.91 meters (0.914)

1 mile = 1.6 kilometers (1.609)

Speed
1 foot/sec = 0.3 meters/second (0.3048)
1 mile/hour = 1.6 kilometers/hour (1.609)

For other units refer to the American Society for
Testing and Materials, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, West
Conshohoken, PA 19428-2959, USA; Standard for
Metric Practice E380.
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