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touched Terra Del Sol. )
One day in May, a random shot
from a car passing through the eastside
.neighborhood killed 68-year-old Betty
Williams, who was sitting at a kitchen ta-
ble playing cards at a friend’s home.
“That really woke people up,” said
Fran Chiasson, one of many Terra Del Sol
residents who were spurred by Williams’

In 1993, the violence of the '00s

neighborhood from gradually sliding into
decay. :

“I think we all had the choice of
rolling over and playing dead and hiding
behind locked doors, or saying, ‘Not in
my neighborhood,’” said Noelle Mc-
Cright, Chiasson's neighbor and fellow
‘activist. ‘

McCright, who is president of the
Terra Del Sol Neighborhood Association,
and Chiasson, a vice president, said that
until the Tucson woman's death, residents
felt that big-city problems had passed
them by. : B

A square mile, bounded on the west by
Wilmot Road, on the east by Kolb Road,
on the north by 22nd Street and on the
south by Golf Links Road, Terra Del Sol
-is an older neighborhood, begun in the
'60s. - : ‘

Many of those who live there are the
original owners of the homes.

“It's close to 85- or 90-percent own-
er-occupied,’’ said Chiasson.

Many residents are second-genera-
tion, and there are a few third-generation
residents as well.

Both outraged and alarmed by Wil-
liams’ death, some 200 Terra Del Sol res-
idents met in Juhe that year at the 22nd
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Residents join forces to save area

tragedy to take steps to keep their quiet

“humps were installed last April.
" down,"” Chiasson said.

" cessful on our street,”, said neighborh

neighborhood had to be slowed down and
that neighborhood watches had to be
formed. : ‘
" That same month, as a show of soli- .
darity, about 80 neighbors got together at 1
‘Terra Del Sol Park. : S a
“We said, ‘Bring some cookiés to
share,’ " recalled Chiasson. o
“It was to show that that was going
to be our park,’’ said McCright. “We
were making our presence known." B
By fall, individual streets were form- . .’
ing neighborhood watch groups. 5
The following April, there was anoth-
er picnic at the park where residents -

Nighborhos

signed petitions to have '‘spéed humps' - |
which are lower, wider and easier to drive °
over than speed bumps - installed on the -
streets. :

“People. would call and say, "We W'
need them,’ " said Chiasson. - .
v Residents on each street carried peti- ‘R
tions to get the speed humpa-put in. EI)

“It's just like street lights or side-
walks,” Chiasson said, referring to the
process. 3

“The City. Council approves the for-
mation of an improvement district.” :

Their efforts paid off. Terra Del Sol
got City Council approval, and 44 speed -

“The speed hunfps slow everybodyv

. "l think they have been very suc-‘v' :
d
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these humps, so they'll find other
routes."”’

In the meantime, some 20 or
25 residents have been meeting
once a month for about a year to
pick up trash and paint out graf-
fiti in the Alamo Wash, which
runs through the neighborhood.

“People are getting reac-
quainted;"’ McCright noted.

“I enjoy doing it,” said Ash-
ley, who has lived in her house
for 38 years.

“We have doughnuts and cof-
fee before we start, and it's a
real joy to drive through the
nelghborhood and not see trash
all over.’

Ashley is also a leader of her
Neighborhood Watch group.

Each month; she gets a flier
loaded with tips on how people .
can protect their homes . and,
themselves. She makes sure that
each house on her block :igets .
one.

Residents have heeded many '

of the suggestnons such as trim-
ming back the shrubbery from

~ the houses.

. "It helps to be able to look
across the street at your neigh-
bor’s house and see the whole

| front, especially the doors and

'windows," she said.
Like others, Ashley feels that
it was Williams’ death that galva-

| nized the neighborhood into ac- -

tion.

Although a reward has been
offered, the killer has not been
found. .

“You think that it can't hap-

- pen in your neighborhood, but it

sure can,” Ashiey said.

. Nobody claims that Terra Del

Sol has solved all of its problems.
But throughout the area, resi-

dents are taking responsibility for

their nelghborhood

Some have ddopted smalil sek-
tions of -it to ‘make it a better
place for everyone.

“My wife, Norma, and I live
on the street behind Palo Verde
High School, and we do a mile-
and-a-half c1rcu1t three or four
times a week to police it up'”
said Dick Sertich.

As he sees it, if trash is al
lowed to accumulate, people afe
more likely to add to the pile. Si
he and his wife; Norma, carry la
bag along with them to make
sure that doesn’t happen in the
area that they've adopted.’ 5

“There’s a little pride when
we take our walk, look back and
see that whole stretch is just
‘clean as a whistle,“ he said. !

Meanwhile, Chiasson and Mc—
Crlght are looking for someore
in Terra Del Sol who will §peai-
head VIP (Volunteers In Prevep-
tion), a program where residents
drive through the neighBorhood
in the evenings and act as the
‘‘eyes and ears’ of the police. -

“They (the police) supply you
. with' a_cellulat’; phone and , whér
you see somiéthifig that's not thl
way it should be; you patch mtb
911,” said Mct‘_ri h ’ :

Mchght an Chlasson are
likely to find someone to. head
the project because. residents fo
longer take it for granted thi
their neighborhood will automati-
cally be the safe and secure plae}
they had believed it to be. -u

“There’s been a big change
Chiasson said.

It is a change that many adnﬁf
was brought about by the tragec
of one person, Betty Williams. ':

“I often think that thel.e'
should be a memorial to her, be§
cause, in her death, she has done‘
so much,” ‘Chiasson said. N ,,

' ZMNet news link vsr

The ongmal story tm ﬁettﬁ’
Williams'  slaying is on thét

StarNet archzves,
ittt SR ._ﬁ,

‘Speed humps help slowt

traffic in Terra Del Sol'

J

The 44 “speed humps” in-
stalled in Terra Del Sol last April
have already significantly slowed
‘neighborhood traffic.

““What's happening in most

" ‘cities in the United States is that
* the inner city is beirig ravaged by

speeding traffic,” said Vincent

. Catalano, project engineer for the

city's Neighborhood Traffic Man-

' agement Program.

The traffic-control program is
designed specifically to protect
the environment and quality of

.ilife’in Tucsonmeighborhvodsapwmsof theresidentswrryy
Traffic control can involve the -

use of such methods as signs,
signals, traffic circles and speed
humps. No one method is effec-
tive, m ,,controllmg trafﬁc in all
situations. :

Speed humps are’ nationally
accepted for use on residential
streets.

_ approximately:

¥

A speed hump, with its 12-f00t'-
width and 4-inch height, 1$ much
less jarring to cross in a vehiéld}
than the 4- to 6:iréliki; h"speé .
bumps used in shdppih “center
and apartment complexeg' oW W
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‘Catalang, sdid” thh£ Hut" of thex-
200 homes in;.,
Terra Del Sol & 12+ remdents..
phoned ' to' complam about the,
humps. - iy
Nexghborhoods that want td:
have speed humps installed must'
have the approval of 60 per cent
AT il
Installation of “the hurnps E

paid for by the residents;" either.
through the improvement district!
process or through contributions. .
Those who want more infor-
matxon about the Neighborhood

"Traffic Management Program,,
can call Vincent Catalano at '
791-4259. ' s




