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  MEMORANDUM
To:
ITE Membership
From:
Policy and Legislative Committee
Date:
June 4, 2010
Subject:
ITE Driver Distraction Policy
The ITE Policy and Legislative Committee (PLC) requests ITE member comments on a proposed new policy on Driver Distraction. Below please find background information to aid in your consideration. Comments must be received by Wednesday, August 4, 2010. 
For several years ITE members and leadership have discussed how ITE can take a more proactive stance against cell phone use while driving. Over the last two years the PLC and the Transportation Safety Council (TSC) have engaged in discussions and drafted various iterations of policy statements. Discussions began specifically to consider prohibiting cell phone use while driving. Since then, various other potential distractions have been identified as new consumer products and lifestyle changes have occurred; notably texting, but also GPS and on-board movies as examples. Thus, this proposed policy has evolved from one of “cell phone use” to a broader one on “distracted driving.”

The TSC and PLC felt it was prudent to differentiate between activities that are commonly accepted (by research and otherwise) as being driver distractions that can adversely affect safety versus activities suspected to be driver distractions. Thus, the reference to both in the proposed policy. For now, and as this is ITE’s first policy statement on this topic, it seems appropriate to include the texting prohibition since it is commonly recognized as a driver distraction. (Half of the U.S. states now have legislation prohibiting texting while driving.)
Below are information and actions that have enabled the development of the policy.

· Safety Council held Distracted Driving Conversation Circle/Workshop at 2010 Technical Conference and Exhibit.

· ITE Executive Director has issued a no cell phone use or texting while driving directive to ITE staff while conducting ITE business (January 2010)
· U.S. DOT Secretary Ray LaHood has embarked on a program to eliminate distracted driving. 

· Launch of a DOT sponsored Web site www.distraction.gov. 
· Policy statements regarding no cell phone or text-use while driving by DOT employees and contractors. 
· Oprah Winfrey’s “No Phone Zone” national effort, since its launch has received more than 353,000 individual pledges to abstain from texting or using phones while driving.

· October 2009 Executive Order prohibiting federal workers and contractors from texting while driving

· October 2009 National Summit on Distracted Driving

· Representatives from the United States and Russia met at the United National headquarters in New York City, to launch a global effort to address distracted driving (May 2010)
· Some distracted driver facts:

· Driving while using a cell phone reduces the amount of brain activity associated with driving by 37 percent. (Source: Carnegie Mellon) 
· Nearly 6,000 people died in 2008 in crashes involving a distracted driver, and more than half a million were injured. (Source: NHTSA) 
· Drivers who use hand-held devices are four times as likely to get into crashes serious enough to injure themselves. (Source: Insurance Institute for Highway Safety) 
· Using a cell phone while driving, whether it’s hand-held or hands-free, delays a driver's reactions as much as having a blood alcohol concentration at the legal limit of .08 percent. (Source: University of Utah)
· More driver distraction facts and figures can be found at http://www.distraction.gov/stats-and-facts/ 
· The proposed driver distraction policy would augment an existing ITE Policy:
S-9. Public Awareness of Safe Driving Habits

Encourages and fosters public awareness of safe driving habits through measures such as defensive driving information, other approved training and safety education programs and media communication efforts. ITE encourages education regarding the potential impacts of various distracting activities on driving, including the use of devices such as cell phones, satellite radio and in-vehicle navigation systems. (1984; Revised 2006)
DRIVER DISTRACTION (PROPOSED NEW)

Supports legislation and rules that prohibit behavior known and proven to cause driver distraction that adversely affects safety. At a minimum, ITE supports prohibition of reading, writing and/or sending text messages while driving. ITE also supports legislation and rules limiting behavior significantly suspected to contribute to driver distraction that can have adverse safety impacts. ITE encourages continuing education and research on the safety impacts of all activities associated with distracted driving.

Send comments/inquiries by August 4, 2010 to: Aliyah N. Horton, Senior Director, Professional Development and Government Affairs by mail, fax or email. Please include your ITE member number with your comments.
By mail: ITE, 1099 14th St., NW, Suite 300 West, Washington, DC, 20005; fax: +1 202-289-7722; e-mail: ahorton@ite.org.
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