














ITE Climate Change and Energy Task Force
Brainstorming Session Minutes — Action Items in Bold

August 12, 2009 — ITE Annual Meeting and Exhibit
San Antonio, TX
10:30 AM — Noon

1) Welcome and introductions

2) Brainstorming discussion started with background on Task Force and draft ITE
member roles brochure; led recommendations/action items on two basic topics
reviewed below (discussion notes essentially chronological within topic)

3)

LEED certification (or LEET — Leadership in Energy and Environment for
Transportation)

a)

b)

d)

Could ITE set up a process to reward projects or programs meeting certain
criteria? Could involve construction elements, processes (i.e,. specs for
signs/signal). Could also involve best practices for plans and policies;
certifications might be mirrored on draft member roles brochure breakdown of
plan/policy, design/construction, operations/maintenance (of either projects or the
performance of a transportation agency itself — ITE could challenge other
agencies in a competition to reward which agency has greenest practices)
Generally ITE is not a certifying agency but we could develop an RP on best
practices that could be incorporated into a certification process by others

Who could partners be?

i) For certification, EPA or AASHTO are potential partners; key is to find
approval or funding authorities (post-meeting conversation included carbon
brokers such as Climate Trust or Eco Securities)

i) AASHTO SCOTE and SSOM committees dealing with the issue

iii) Overlap with complete streets initiatives and National Renewable Energy
Laboratory

iv) Need coordination with the NCHRP 20-83 series of projects (04 and 05 are on
energy and climate change)

Challenges are to keep good ideas from ITE moving forward quickly:

i) Don’t get bogged down in science of climate change; the best practices we
promote in planning/design/O&M should generally be good ideas independent
of the level of danger associated with a business-as-usual approach

i) ITE does metric measurement well; we need to get these ideas to the forefront
of the discussion before policy-makers establish well-intended but
unachievable or counterproductive requirements.

Outcomes of discussion:

i) Jim Helmer and Troy Peoples to coordinate with Mark Norman
regarding TRB activities; draft project recommendation for ITE role in
LEED-type certification

i) Task Force to use Wiki to promote/recognize best practices

iii) Task Force to recommend that all Councils explicitly incorporate climate
change and energy (or other sustainability) element into ITE Council
project/program awards
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4) Long-range (~50-year) planning for climate change and energy issues

a)
b)

c)
d)

Build from Brian Bochner’s discussion in Session 31 on envisioning tomorrow’s
communities and their transportation systems

How could a sponsored session/workshop for 2010 Tech Conference or Annual
Meeting put the exercise in Session 31 into play, similar to Ped-Bike Council
workshops?

Could have a focus on planning for climate change effects for either Savannah,
New Orleans, or Vancouver to show pros/cons of different adaptation approaches
Dan Hardy to put together sponsored session in coordination with Brian
Bochner, Don Samdahl, Geoff Carleton, and Laura Stuchinsky
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